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PRAIRIELAND UNITED WAY TO KICK OFF 2019 CAMPAIGN 
 

“GROWING UNITED” – Theme for 2019 United Way Campaign 
 
JACKSONVILLE, ILLINOIS…Prairieland United Way will kick off the 2019 campaign with a 
Business After Hours and Tailgate Party at 4:30 am on August 22 at the Morgan County 
Fairgrounds.  
 
The 2019 United Way Campaign Theme is “GROWING UNITED” and the fundraising goal is 
$460,000. Prairieland United Way helps local people by raising and distributing funds for 
health, education and employment-related service programs in Morgan, Scott, Cass and 
northern Greene counties. 
 
The campaign leadership team consists of the Board President, Campaign Co-chairs and the 
Executive Director. President of the United Way board this year is Joe Darnell who works at 
Nestle.  Darnell joined the board in 2017.  
 
The 2019 Campaign Co-Chairs are huge advocates of Prairieland United Way, David and 
Nicole Meyer. David is from the rural Arenzville/Concord area and attended Triopia Jr/Sr 
High School.  After graduating from Millikin University in Decatur, IL, he began working for 
Diversified Crop Insurance Services.  On his very first day of employment in 2009, he met his 
future wife, Nicole Pleiman.  A resident of Fort Loramie in Northwestern Ohio, Nicole had 
recently graduated from The Ohio State University and was also beginning her career with 
Diversified.  David and Nicole spent time in various jobs and in various locations within the 
company, but they eventually both ended up here at the Jacksonville office and were 
married in 2018.    
 
Once settled in Jacksonville, it didn’t take long for their joint passion for volunteering and 
charitable giving to take hold.  They both participated in DCIS’ United Way fundraising 
campaigns and chose to serve on allocation panels to learn how and where the money was 
used by the various local UW agencies.  It wasn’t enough to simply donate time and 
money—they were eager to learn more about the positive impact Prairieland United Way 
has in their chosen community.  David and Nicole also organize an annual 5k, “Run 4 the 
Goo,” during the Arenzville Burgoo each September to raise money for the United Way and 
other local organizations.    
 
In addition to their United Way work, Nicole is also a member of the Jacksonville Main 
Street Board, a Passavant Area Hospital Community Outreach Committee Member, a 
Chamber Board Member (2016-2019), and was named a 20 Under 40 Recipient by The 
Jacksonville Journal Courier in 2012.   
 



In their free time, you might find David and Nicole running around town and the local 
countryside, preparing for upcoming half marathons (David) and full marathons (Nicole).  In 
addition to running, the couple plants an overly large garden at their home in rural Concord 
each year.  They realize they grow too much food for just them, but they happily share the 
extra with their coworkers, friends, and family.  During harvest in the fall, David spends a 
great deal of time in the field helping out on the family farm while Nicole stays home to 
cheer on her beloved Buckeyes and Browns.   
 
Prairieland United Way helps more than 35,000 people annually by funding over 25 
agencies and programs. For more information about United Way, please contact Executive 
Director Karen Walker at 217/245-4557 or stop by the office located at the Jacksonville 
Municipal Building, 200 W. Douglas, Jacksonville, Illinois. 
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